Comparison of Adjectives

Declension Positive Comparative Superlative
1st/2nd altus, -a, -um altior |altius |altissimus, -a, -um
st/2n ' .
liber, -a, -um liberior |liberius |lberrimus, -a, -um
(Translation) | deep, tall deeper deepest
acer, acris, acre |acrior |acrius | cerdimis - um
3rd fortis, -e fortior |fortius |fortissimus, -a, -um
poténs potentior | potentius | potentissimus, -a, -um
sharp sharper sharpest
(Translation) | brave braver bravest
powerful more powerful | most powerful

Comparison of IrregularAdjectives

English Positive Comparative Superlative

good bonus, -a, -um | melior |melius |optimus, -a, -um
bad malus, -a, -um |peior |peius |pessimus, -a, -um
big magnus, -a, -um | maior |maius |maximus, -a, -um
small parvus, -a, -um |minor |minus |minimus, -a, -um
much multus, -a, -um plas* pliirimus, -a, -um
many multi, -ae, -a plurés |plura |plurimi, -ae, -a

* plus is really a noun + partitive genitive: pliis vini = more (of the) wine
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Six Adjectives with Superlative in —illimus

English Positive Comparative Superlative
easy facilis, -e facilior, -ius facillimus, -a, -um
difficult  |difficilis, -e difficilior, -ius |difficillimus, -a, -um
similar similis, -e similior, -1us simillimus, -a, -um
dissimilar |dissimilis, -e dissimilior, -1us | dissimillimus, -a, -um
slender gracilis, -e gracilior, -ius | gracillimus, -a, -um
humble humilis, - humilior, -ius | humillimus, -a, -um

TI'aIlSIatiOIl Of COmpaI'iSOIlS (examples are adjectives)

Declension Positive Comparative Superlative
Ist/2nd |altus, -a, -um altior |altius |altissimus, -a, -um
basic  |deep deeper deepest

absolute translation

3rd

fortis, -e

fortior |fortius

fortissimus, -a, -um

basic

brave

absolute translation

braver

bravest
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What is an absolute translation?

when the comparative or superlative
form is used without actually making
a comparison

You can’t say with certainty that
Marcus was the bravest person of all,
just that he was very brave.

Marcus fortissimus erat cum lupus
nos petivit.
Marcus was very brave/most brave
when the wolf attacked us.

Uses of Quam

Type Example Translation
positive 1 Quam molestus est puer! | How annoying the boy is!

positive 2*

*= must also

mil&s tam* fortis quam
Orcus

a soldier as brave as heck

use tam
. Cornélia est pulchrior Cornélia is prettier than

comparative — . _ .

quam Flavia. Flavia.

. Equi quam celerrimé The horses ran as quickly as

superlative qut quatn } a9 ya

cucurrérunt. possible.
relative Puella quam vidi erat The girl whom I saw was
pronoun Cornélia. Cornelia.
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Comparison of Adverbs

Declension Superlative

< Ist/2nd clarissimé

3ed fortissime
< A3r .
celerrimé

Comparison of IrregularAdverbs

English Superlative
well optime

badly pessimé
easily facillimé
greatly maxime

little minime

much plurime
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Three Time Adverbs with Some Tricks

English Superlative
for a lon N

. g diatissimé
time

often saepissime

late Serissimeé

Ablative of Comparison

use of an ablative form of the noun
(pronoun) to stand in for a “than”
construction.

Type Quam as “Than” Abl. of Comparison

Note: will only occur with comparative
forms of the adjective/adverb.




Ablative of Degree of Difference

use of words such as multo (“by
much”) or pauld (“by a little’”) along
with a comparative form or an adverb

such as post (“after’”) or ante
(“before™) :

Marcus multo celerius quam Sextus
cucurrit.
Marcus ran much faster than Sextus.
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